
Intuitive Surgical, Inc. Policies on Lobbying and Political Spending 

Intuitive Surgical, Inc. (“Company”) and its subsidiaries support the development of 
effective public policy through direct advocacy, participation in industry associations, 
and sponsorship of the Intuitive Surgical Inc. Political Action Committee.  Decisions on 
Company lobbying and political spending are made with the objective of promoting the 
interests of the Company and are made without regard for the private political 
preferences of Company executives.   

Lobbying 
Intuitive Surgical engages in lobbying to advocate on public policy issues with officials in 
the federal government. Intuitive Surgical submits quarterly reports disclosing its U.S. 
lobbying activities. The reports are available at http://disclosures.house.gov. 

Industry Association Activities 
Lobbying: Intuitive Surgical and/or its employees may belong to industry or trade 
associations and similar organizations (e.g., AdvaMed and the Medical Device 
Manufacturers’ Association, etc.) that are engaged in or that the Company anticipates 
may engage in lobbying.  The portions of the Company’s membership dues that trade 
associations or similar groups allocate to lobbying are included in the total amount of 
lobbying expenses the Company discloses.   

Political Spending: Trade associations and similar groups may also allocate funds for 
political spending.  The Company is not aware that any of its association membership 
dues will be used for political spending.  The Company will report any such 
expenditures of which it becomes aware.   

Corporate Political Expenditures 
Intuitive Surgical prohibits the use of its resources (including monetary and in-kind 
services) for contributions to political parties, political committees or candidates.  
Intuitive Surgical prohibits: 

• contributions to any federal, state or local candidates for elections or
referendums;

• contributions to or expenditures on behalf of political parties;
• contributions to or expenditures on behalf of political committees or other

political entities operating under Sec. 527 of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code;
• contributions for “independent expenditures” in support of advocacy for or

against state or federal candidates or other campaigns;
• contributions to 501(c)(4) groups;
• contributions to ballot initiatives at the local, state or federal level;
• donations of time, resources, products or services to any of the foregoing.



U.S. Political Action Committee 
The Intuitive Surgical Inc. PAC (ISI-PAC) enables employee political involvement 
through the support of candidates involved in issues important to the Company’s 
business. Decisions on ISI-PAC expenditures are made with the objective of promoting 
the interests of the Company and are made without regard for the private political 
preferences of Company executives.  Intuitive Surgical pays the PAC’s administrative 
costs as allowed by law.  All ISI-PAC contributions are funded through the voluntary 
support of eligible Intuitive Surgical employees and Board of Directors.  Intuitive 
Surgical prohibits contributions to the ISI-PAC from corporate funds.  In addition, no 
contribution or expenditure will be given or made in anticipation of, in recognition of, or 
in return for an official act. Under no circumstances will an employee be reimbursed 
directly or through compensation increases for personal political contributions or 
expenses. 

ISI-PAC complies with all applicable laws concerning political contributions, including 
laws requiring public disclosure of such contributions. All contributions made by the 
PAC are reported in filings with the FEC and are publicly available on the commission’s 
website. All PAC donations are also disclosed to the U.S. Senate and House of 
Representatives in the company’s semi-annual filings required by the Honest 
Leadership and Open Government Act.  All ISI-PAC activities are governed and 
overseen by the PAC Committee, which includes senior executives from across the 
Company. 

Compliance & Oversight 
Working with the Company’s internal and external legal counsel as needed, Intuitive 
Surgical’s General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer, head of Government Affairs, 
and, where appropriate, Country Managing Directors, have oversight over the 
Company’s political spending, policy-focused activities, lobbying, and compliance 
activities. The approval of the General Counsel & Chief Compliance Officer is required 
for decisions on political spending. 


